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The Organization of American States (OAS) was ftmahin Bogota, Columbia
on April 30, 1948. The OAS originally included gr i1 member states but later
expanded to include all of the 35 independent nataf the Western Hemisphere.
Currently there are only 34 active participantghie OAS due to the fact that Cuba has
been suspended from participation since 1962. A8 generally meets once a year for
the General Assembly, which is the highest decisiaking body of the OAS. The
General Secretariat headed up by the Secretaryr@ehen carries out the decisions of
the General Assembly. The OAS was created for tinegse of promoting democracy,
protecting human rights, free trade, social andhenuc development, dealing with
terrorism, drug issues, and promoting sustainaéleldpment and resource
management.

It is important to understand what the OAS hasedarthe past in order to
understand their capabilities and powers todaynyMd the commissions created and
resolutions passed have significantly affectedahg the General Assembly deals with
issues. For instance, the ratification of the Rrotef Washington in 1997 made it so that
the OAS will suspend member states whose demoaligtilected government is
overthrown by forcé. In 1959 the OAS created the Inter-American Corsiaison
Human Rights. The Commission has its headquartéfgashington D.C., while the
other major human rights body created by the OABIIF9, the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, has its headquarters in San Joséa Basa. The role of the first body is
to make regular investigations on the state of hurrghts in the member countries and

then create reports from what they find. The resgmiity of the Court is to rule on cases
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of human rights violations in the country, chiedigting as a moderator between the

country’s government and the population. Both titertAmerican Commission on

Human Rights and the court are autonomous fronO#® however the members of the

IACHR are appointed by the General Assembly of@#eS and report directly to the
Secretary General.
Today the General Assembly is the highest
decision making body in the OAS but it did not
become so until 1970. The structure of the OAS
has gone through many other adjustments in the
past few years under current Secretary General
Jose Miguel Insulza who took office in May 2005.
He restructured his General Secretariat into four
very generalized areas of focus. There is the
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, who is
responsible for issues concerning terrorism, illega
drugs, and public security. The Secretariat for
Political Affairs is responsible for directing efts
to promote democracy, strengthen democratic  Figure 1
governance and prevent democratic crisis. The Exec8ecretariat for Integral
Development promotes social and sustainable dpredat, resource management,
education, trade and travel. Finally the SecratéoiaAdministration and Finance

provides support in the areas of human resounssmation and technology, and
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budgetary affairs.

The next large move by the OAS was the creatigch@inter-American Drug
Abuse Control Commission in 1986. This body wasiteé for the purpose of promoting
alternative means of development, reducing the demastitutional development, legal
development, dealing with the issue of money latindeand supply reductiohThe
Commission also plays a significant role in edugathe population about drugs. A
collaborative effort between the OAS, the Inter-Aiven Drug Abuse Control
Commission, and the University of the West Indieswo provide an online drug
education program for the nations of Caribbean. ddsts were financed by the United

States and Canada.

Figure 2 The adoption of Resolution
1080 in 1991 was a very important
moment in the history of the OAS
because it set the procedure for how
the OAS responds to threats against
democracy in the Western
Hemispheré.Resolution 1080

recognizes the importance of representative derngdcathe nations in the Western

Hemisphere and as an “indispensable conditionf@istability, peace, and development
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of the region.” It also explains that one of the ®Most fundamental roles is to promote
democracy, “with due respect for the principle ohsintervention.?

When the first Summit of the America’s happened984 they both reaffirmed
the roles of the OAS and created new areas of fbEos instance, it was decided at the
Summit in conjunction with the OAS that a speciah@rence on the Prevention of
Terrorism should be held. They also stated thabitism was not a threat to human rights
or democracy, but that they should promote bildtmd sub regional agreements to deal
with terrorism rather than promote a universal agrent between the all of the member
nations of the Western Hemisphere. The Summittalsd to pay a great deal more
attention to universal access to education and wswights.

The Second Summit of the Americas took place mti&go, Chile in April of
1998. The general issues they chose to discussmuk the same as in the First
Summit of the America’s but they chose to placeer@nphasis on slightly more specific
areas. They discussed the modernization of the stdabor matters which involved
them requesting that the OAS, International Labagaization, and the Inter-American
Development Bank, “to assist the Labor Ministriestipport international activities and
exchange information on modernizing methods aratesgies.** Another slightly more
specific topic that was brought up in the Seconch®it was the state of rights of
indigenous peoples in the Western Hemisphere. iiftee-American Commission on

Human Rights created a document on the issuewtigmtndorsed by the OAS General

8 Resolution 1080 For the exact procedure thaOtA&8 must follow in responding to threats against
democracy please refer to the website listed baloegvthe in further readings section of the guide.
http://www.0as.org/juridico/english/agres1080.htm

% For further information on the decisions at thesFBummit of the Americas please refer to
http://www.summit-americas.org/eng/miamisummit.htm
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Assembly, called the 'Proposed American Declaratiorthe Rights of Indigenous
People” that they considered adopting. The OAS @Gtiiessembly, then enacted a
resolution to further investigating the idea of ptitag the Declaration officially

It was at the Third Summit of the America’s that OAS was instructed to create
an Inter-American Democratic Charter. The Democr@tarter was created and then
adopted on September, 11 2001 in Lima, P&fithe Charter clearly and effectively
outlines the entire position of OAS regarding deraog and its importance. It outlines
what constitutes a fairly elected democracy and hiaswun. The Charter also discusses
how the OAS will deal with member nations who da fotlow the proper democratic
process>

In 2002 the Inter-American Convention Against ®esm was opened for
signature to the OAS General Assembly and wasmatdffect in 2003. The stated
purpose of the Convention reads, “prevent, purash, eliminate terrorism. To that end,
the states parties agree to adopt the necessasumsand to strengthen cooperation
among them, in accordance with the terms of thisv@ntion.”* The Convention
specifically outlines measures to prevent, coméuad, eradicate the financing of
terrorism, the seizure and confiscation of funtds,fgredicate offenses to money
laundering, cooperation on border control, mutaghl and military or police assistance,
and also discusses the role of the OAS in the mdite Convention states that it is the

role of the OAS to encourage and give incentivamémber nations to follow the rules

americas.org/Modernization%200f%20the%20State%2001%bor%20Matters/Labormatters.htm
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set down by the OA¥
In 2004 the Special Summit of the America’s wasvemed and set thg

goal “to facilitate hemispheric cooperation at kinghest level of government

Figure 3 & 4

in order to address current economic, social atitigasd challenges in the
region.” They singled out three main issues to $ocn in particular. Those
areas were economic growth with equity, social tgraent and democratic

governance?

2005 marked the beginning of large changes anchportant restructuring of the
OAS as Jose Miguel Isulza took over as Secretane@and Albert R. Ramdin as
Assistant Secretary General as previously mentioBedretary General Insulza has
sought to make the OAS run more smoothly and fanatmore effectively in the goals
that are set down in the constitution.

Now we shall move on the exact goals and powetseo©OAS. The main idea
that the OAS works under was best expressed ilntee American Democratic Charter,
which states that, “The peoples of the Americashavight to democracy and their
governments have anligationto promote and defend it”They also have three main
areas of focus. The first is promoting democracgugh such activities as observing

elections, advancing sound practices in politisgaricing, and supporting political party
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reform and legislative modernization. The secongr@noting good governance by
helping to instill democratic values in societyesigthening decentralization and state
modernization, and improving transparency, and sngiety participation. The third and
final area of focus is preventing crises by ideftij problems at an early stage, taking
action to help defuse them, and supporting menthégssin the resolution of bilateral
disputes. These areas have included supportingiélstoral process, protecting human
rights, social and economic development, combamgrnment corruption, evaluating
progress against drugs, multidimensional securgiting terrorism, finding and
destroying abandoned and forgotten landmines, giingethe rights of women, free
trade, and promoting sustainable development aodugaging the proper use of natural
resources’

How does the OAS go about addressing these isJUes@AS is a decision
making body but it does not possess a militaryaace keeping force like the United
Nations. The OAS member nations are all surveyeldr@ported on by investigators sent
into the country. The reports are meant to infdmm&eneral Assembly of any anti-
democratic happenings inside the nation and hungatsrviolations. They also try and
gain information about terrorist activities and glteafficking, and report on the progress
and actions being taken by the countries’ governméie General Assembly is then
presented with these reports and if they discow@ations of the charter the OAS
discusses how to best deal with the problem. Tihgtone when the OAS will directly

interfere in the countries is when democracy isaudreat of being overthrown. In such
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cases the General Assembly can vote to approver@darenation or multiple member
nations’ military interference in the country oethcan suggest penalties such as limiting
the trade of the nation in question.

The members of the General Assembly are not patigkers of the country. They
are a representative and cannot commit their govents to any action without consent.
They are merely ambassadors for their nation. €peesentatives are responsible to
report the decisions of the OAS General Assembtk bva their home nation and it is
then up to the government of that nation whethetilitfollow
the recommendations of the OAS or not. When mersiag¢es
refuse to comply with OAS regulations they can beqn
suspension from the OAS which means they are fawedl to
attend meetings or have any say in future polidiéss is the
case with the suspension of Cuba in 1962.

Issues today that are of concern to the Organizat
American States cover a broad range of issues@nd sf
these major issues are going to be addressed foltbeing
paragraphs. The member nations of the OAS shanstaoh

problems and that is why it is so important to caage with

one another because their problems are interreiatedny Figure 5
cases. Problems such as drug and human trafficking,
terrorism, economic development and prosperitycation, natural resource

management and sustainable development are isrtdade all the nations of the

Western Hemisphere and is the belief of the OA$dbatinued cooperation will lead to



a better future for all.

Drug trafficking is a major concern of almosttaié nations of the Western
Hemisphere. Every nation except for Uruguay has ladée to be tied to narcotics in
some way either in production, transshipment, conion or a combination of all three.

Figure 6

Columbia, Peru and Bolivia are the top three predsiof cocaine in the world and the
United States is the number one consumer in th&lw@mother 27 of the members
participate in the drug industry through transsteptnLocal consumption of drugs is

going up primarily in Argentina and Bolivia whileamy other Central American
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countries with developing economies fight incregsinug addiction as welt?

Besides the obvious health issues involved witly @ansumption, the growing
drug market has led to rising crime, drug wars, eydaundering, and corruption inside
the governments of the member nations. The eftdadsug trafficking have even been
the destabilization of democracy in countries sasMexico and Columbia. The
Organization of American States works to createrivdtional cooperation to help stop
the flow of drugs as well and the consumption araipction. All three of these issues
need to be worked on simultaneously in order talile to better fight the drug industry
and that requires all the independent nationsefatestern hemisphere to work together.

Another problem that appears to be becoming mareusedespite greater
attention from the media is human trafficking amdgpitution. It is estimated by NGO’s
that in 2005 over 75,000 women and young girls vierelved in prostitution rings and
human trafficking in Brazil alone. It is estimatasl well that 500,000 children in Brazil
are involved in prostitution and that other Southe&kican countries, the Caribbean,
Western Europe, Japan, the United States, and ithéld/East are all destinations for
Brazilian women and girls. Human trafficking in Biieextends beyond prostitution.
25,000 Brazilian people who are typically male fareed to do agricultural labor in less
inhabited areas of the countfy.

In Haiti a system called the restavek system @ace that puts children into

19 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worfdetbook/

Figure 5
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indentured servitude. Ten percent of Haitians ud@eserve as domestic servants to
other households. Instead of going to school, oéildind themselves supporting the
economy of the poorest nation in the Western Helnaisp It is estimated that just over
half of primary school-age children are attendivgst of the children in the system are
faced with the option of either starving or becogngervants for a roof over the head and
barely enough food to live on. The reasons foldcbn becoming restaveks are
numerous. In many cases the children are orphanaways from abusive or
impoverished families, but most are given up byrtfanilies, who cannot afford to
provide for them. Human trafficking and slavery kasen on new forms in the Western
hemisphere but the human rights violations andeexérpoverty levels remain the
same’!

Venezuela is another country deeply troubled bydwimafficking. Venezuela
represents a hub of the human trafficking indudtrigas become a source, market and
transportation point for women and children fromr@h Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, and
the Dominican Republic. The government of Venezbhakbeen given a third tier rating
for human trafficking due to their lack of coopévatand compliance with the minimum
standards for the elimination of drug traffickifighey also have shown little effort in
approving the state of affairs on the mafter.

Closely linked to human and drug trafficking agesas corruption and money
laundering. Especially in the case of developiniipna in the Caribbean, even countries

that are not directly apart of any trafficking aexving as transshipment points and

2L hitp://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20293963/
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excellent places to have offshore bank accounthatedthe money from the industries.
The Bahamas is one of the most famous of thesetwesinThe Bahamas is one of the
most stable and well developing nations in the l&san, due primarily to the success is
due to the banking industry. The financial indus$rthe second largest industry in
Bahamas after tourism and despite the acknowledgietingt the option of offshore bank
accounts being used by drug and human traffickimgsr the actions that have been
taken have had limited results. While countrike The Bahamas are innocent of direct
participation in the trafficking rings the crimiigahre finding new ways of getting them
involved indirectly®®
As one could imagine, many of the countries deéplybled by drug trafficking
are also the ones suffering the most from governmma@muption. The Columbian
government has been fighting groups they have waseaebels and gorilla armies, but
who have different names for themselves. Two ofntlagor factions are the National
Liberation Army and the
Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Columbia
(FARC). Many have given
credit to these rebel groups
saying they are fighting
against the corruption in

Figure 7 FARC Military Camp their government. The

2 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worfdetbook/geos/bf.html#lssues
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president of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez made a statateelaring that these groups
should not be considered rebels or terrorists biutedarmies: The European Union and
the United States, however, have classified thezaseArmadas Revolucionarias de
Columbia or FARC as a terrorist organization anchynaould agree. Former hostages of
the rebels have told horrific stories of being dledi up in the jungle and put in situations
of extreme danger. This conflict had been goindoorover 40 years, but because of the
booming cocaine trade the war has gained in intemsthe last 20 years. A majority of
the hostages have been kidnapped rather than edptuwar and are being held for
political and monetary reasofts.

The instability of the Mexican government is nothimew either. In recent years
concerns over illegal immigration in the Unitedt8&from Mexico and worries over
terrorists being able to cross over the bordereasivave increased tensions between the
two countries whose relationship has otherwise logte strong. Talk of building a wall
and current policies towards Mexicans trying teghklly cross the border a well as those
who have already settled in the United States, baveght up questions of human rights
which have been the source of some concern bettliegwo nations.

Meanwhile, the Mexican government itself, has b&dfering from increased
corruption and a poor economy. Drug traffickingmarily into the United States, and
human trafficking has been on a steady climb upwatll little effort on the part of the
Mexican government to put an end to it. MexiconsaoTier 2 Watch List for the third

year in a row with the promise that the governnvatitbegin taking additional means to

24 http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/22613656/
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prosecuting, protecting, and preventing humanitidaffg but no major action has been
taken so far. The Mexican government has had pmobjeoviding adequate law

enforcement data as well as maintaining an unctedugffective police forcé

Figure 8 President Felipe Calderon

The new president of Mexico, Felipe
Calderon, has struggled with a need to
improve a poor and infrastructure,
modernizing an outdated and unbalanced tax
system, and updating a weak system of labor
laws. The administration wishes to decrease
poverty and unemployment by creating more

jobs but the factions between the various

political parties and increased corruption

makes this a more complicated task. A conservastenate from 2004 places about
eighteen percent of the population below the pgJvere with unemployment and
underemployment being about 3.2% and 25% respécfieen a survey taken in 2006.
Mexico is a country with a great deal of potenitiaéconomic development and success
but corruption, extreme poverty amongst a substhathount of the population, and an

outdated legal system has held them Bck.

Znttps://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worfdetbook/geos/mx. html#lssues
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Figure 8
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Another area of major concern regarding corrupéiod terrorism is the Triborder
area of Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil. The afeerevthese three countries borders
intersect has long been under watch for harboen@tist organizations. It is also a
center for human and drug trafficking between tived nations. The TBA has been
described as “a lawless area of illicit activitieat generate billions of dollars annually in
money laundering, arms and drug trafficking, cotfeteng, document falsification, and
piracy” by United States Army intelligence officsgf Surveys by other nations
including Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil seem taficm this observation. The
Secretaria de Inteligencia de Estada (SIDE) iethevalent of the American CIA and
has confirmed reports of increased terrorist agtisince 2002° This area is a constant
source of worry for the United States as well asdbuntries themselves.

Concerns over the safety and rights of citizerthefWestern
Figure 9 Hemisphere have become more and more the
focus of the OAS. The problems and
instabilities mentioned above are ones that
have dominated recent conversation regarded
the success of efforts to combat drug and
human trafficking, government corruption,

money laundering, and poverty. It also

28 http://www.army.mil/professionalwriting/volumes/wohe3/january 2005/1 05 4.html
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Figure 9 http://www.oas.org/OASpage/Photos/photo_instituaidingooasENG.jpg
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concerns the success of developing industry, dtyiieuand education in developing
nations. The success of these programs dependdylang the success of the efforts on
the other fronts: much like the success of compadiug and human trafficking is
dependent on the international cooperation thaOA8 stands so firmly behind.

International cooperation requires respecting falhe member nations
democratic governments and understanding the upopl#@ems that each nation faces as
well as providing aid and recommendations to orathaar. The ideas of democracy are
universal but the way they are carried out can W&y nation to nation. This year
Secretary General Insulza has already made it thaathe OAS’ goals are not to dictate
to each nation how it should rule itself but tosgportive and give accurate
recommendations to struggling and developing nati®ecently, Venezuelan president
Chavez granted amnesty to many people who haddregcted for political crimes.
Insulza commended Chavez’s actions and said, “tlbat in the New Year, Venezuela
and all countries of the region continue on thénditdemocratic progress, leave
differences aside and join in achieving our commbjectives’ *° Actions such as
these are leading countries towards a better @ad flemocracy according to the goals of
the OAS.

The future of the OAS depends on its ability to mpkogress towards the
fulfillment of its goals. The OAS has had a sigraht effect on encouraging
international cooperation on terrorism and druffitdeng. The program against human
trafficking is still under development by many bétmember nations that it concerns, but

increased visibility and attention on the mattes leal to positive steps in the right

3http://www.oas.org/OASpagelpress_releases/presmselasp?sCodigo=E-002/08
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direction. All of the member nations are fulfillitige adoption of democratic processes,
one of the most fundamental beliefs of the OASdme degree, although further work
still needs to be done. It is important that theSD#®ntinue to be voice for civil society

so that the benefits of democracy will be somettivag can be shared by &}l.

Figure 10 The Hall of Heroes at OAS Headquarters iWashington D.C.

3L hitp://www.oas.org/key issues/eng/Keylssue DetilRkis sec=4
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